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Wake Up
By Dee Smale
OT Isaiah 50:4-9
NT II Corinthians
4:13-18
“Wake up; it’s morning!”
Does your morning begin with these words?
For those of us who are not early morning
risers, these are sometimes not the most
popular words to hear. We are tempted to roll
over and go back to sleep. But discipline
calls us to obedience and action on our part.
“Wake up and smell the coffee!” is
a common phrase spoken, meaning get with
it; be aware of what’s happening. To be
awake means to have our eyes opened and to
understand what’s going on around us. Do
you know that this definition can also apply to
the spiritual realm? We are called to a
spiritual awakening. Ephesians 5:8,9,14 says,
“Sleeper awake! Rise from the dead and
Christ will shine on you.”
There’s a favorite line for me in one
of Ben Johnson’s books. He says, “What
prankster has bewitched us into believing that
what we see is all there is?” Isn’t that
wonderful? Wake up to the miracles and
mysteries of God all around us. There’s more
to see than what meets the eye. What we see
now is not the whole picture. A spiritual
awakening calls us to recognize and respond
to God’s Presence.
Hanging in my office is a copy of a
photo of the earth taken from the moon. I
love that picture because it is a constant
reminder to me that life is so much more than
what I can perceive with my eyes. In my
most limited understanding, I could never
visualize the earth being this mammoth ball
of blues and white suspended in space,
revolving around the sun. It blows me away
every time I think of it. After all, don’t we

tend to think everything revolves around us? Not so. The
earth is a tiny part of the vast universe, and it’s a reminder to
me that I often don’t see the complete picture. My visibility is
limited.

Faith is believing in that which is unseen. Paul said
in his letter to the Hebrews, “Faith is being sure of what we
hope for and certain of what we do not see.” In other words,
“What you see is what you get” is not a statement of faith.
Believing in things unseen, is.
I’m always fascinated on those rare occasions when
I have opportunity to fly, that we can leave the ground in fog
or heavy rain or snow, but once we rise above the clouds, the
sun is shining brightly. Such a good lesson for all of us to
remember. If we rise high enough, we can see the sun.
(spelled both ways)
And so, I’m learning more and more, the way it is
with God. God is so much greater than our human minds can
ever comprehend.
Jesus compared the Kingdom of God with that of a
mustard seed; of all things, something so tiny it’s barely
visible, and seemingly of little value. How can this be! Our
human pre-occupation with bigness and greatness has trouble
grasping that anything so tiny and seemingly insignificant as a
mustard seed could be so valuable that it is compared to the
Kingdom of God. And yet the point is, that tiniest of seeds
can grow into a beautiful tree. Doesn’t that fill you with
hope? An acorn can become a giant oak tree. That’s another
miracle. Jesus told us to become seed sowers, even when we
don’t know where the seed will fall. Remember in the

parable, though some seed fell on rocky ground
and were of no value, other seed fell on good
ground and produced a crop a hundred times
more than what was sown. That’s a message for
us. When we sow the seeds, we have no idea the
fruit it will produce, and yet we do it, because
God knows. Max Lucado tells us: “Never
underestimate the power of a seed.!” (And I add,
“Never underestimate your potential when you
allow God to have control.)
Jesus often used parables, or short
stories, to explain much of his teaching, because
we have so much trouble understanding. The
parables used common imagery for their day and
threw their thinking into new directions. The
same impact is true today.
Remember Jesus compared the Kingdom
of God to that of yeast mixed with flour. (Matt
13:33). I’m sure there are some of you here who
still bake the old fashioned way, using yeast to
make the bread, so you understand. Yeast, which
looks like such a minor ingredient, actually
permeates and changes the whole loaf. The
Kingdom of God grows to the point where it
impacts and changes the whole world. Once
again, that which is seemingly so small and
insignificant, can change the whole world. Words
are like that too. A kind and gentle word spoken
can change someone’s whole day.
Jesus, who opened the eyes of the blind
so they could see, calls out to us today and says
Open Your Eyes!; look around you, see what God
is doing in your midst. Wake up. God is at work.
Do you see? God wants us to follow His lead.
Well, It is possible to see and to become
more aware. God wants for us a spiritual
awakening. We may never understand the
mysteries of God, but we can become more
conscious of the fact that God is active all around
us and in us and that things are not always what
they seem. When we walk in the dark valleys,
there is hope because God uses the valleys for our
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good. Deepening our senses to the divine
presence among us is how we grow in the Lord. It
is our spiritual calling. Don’t be satisfied by
saying you’re in the same place as you were 5
years ago. That’s not something to be proud of.
To grow is to move; and not to grow, by the way,
is to die. We must never be complacent in our
relationship with God.
We are charged to move beyond the
superficial and trivial aspects of life, from
materialism and carnal desires to the desires of the
Spirit. We are charged to move from that which is
seen to the unseen. There’s so much more that God
has in store for us than we can imagine. The
quality of our lives depends on our understanding
of who God is, and whose we are; that is, we are
made in the image of God, and made to praise and
worship God. That is our purpose. (Westminster
Confession: “What is the chief end of man? To
glorify God and to enjoy Him forever.” – first
question.)
Remember the story of Saul on the road to
Damascus. He was knocked off his horse and was
blinded for three days. Then his eyes were opened.
The blindness was lifted and he could see at last.
He had a spiritual awakening. When our eyes are
opened, we see what we never saw before. We
understand what we have never understood before.
We wake up to a new morning. Our awareness of
God’s Presence is heightened. We realize God is
not an afterthought; God is The thought, and that
makes all the difference!
One of my favorite pastimes when we
vacation in Vermont each summer is to enjoy the
magnificent sunsets; Vermont sunsets are
awesome. Oftentimes we set aside one evening of
our two weeks in Vermont to ride up the island and
snap pictures, both literally and mentally, of the
sunset at St. Anne’s Shrine in Isle LaMotte. We

experience the wonder of God’s treasures when we pause in
this outside chapel to absorb and reflect on God’s glorious
sunset over Lake Champlain. In those moments, we are
aware of the splendor of God being revealed to each of us.
Ralph Waldo Emerson said, “Never lose an
opportunity of seeing anything that is beautiful; for beauty is
God’s handwriting – a wayside sacrament.”
My dear friend Connie has the gift of seeing such
richness in all of nature, from the tiniest of insects to the
massive mountains. All are wonders of God’s creation. The
word wonder itself suggests something absolutely
astounding. God’s handiwork is astounding when our senses
are awakened to it, and with that awakening comes our
response and action of worship.
How do we heighten our awareness of the power
and presence of God? It begins with waking up to that which
is unseen – to the mysteries of God. Search to see where
God is at work. The scriptures reveal where and how God
works.
Are you reading the Bible? Do you know what it
says? This is my plug to invite you to attend a Bible study.
The books of the Bible are filled with stories of the
wonderment and mystery and the paradoxes of God.
A.W.Tozer described the absolute mystery of the Christian
life this way, “A real Christian is an odd number, anyway.
He feels supreme love for One who he has never seen; talks
in familiar ways every day to Someone he cannot see;
expects to go to heaven on the virtue of Another; empties
himself in order to be full; admits he is wrong so he can be
declared right; goes down in order to get up; is strongest
when he is weakest; richest when he is poorest and happiest
when he feels the worst. He dies so he can live; forsakes in
order to have; gives away so he can keep; sees the invisible,
hears the inaudible, and knows that which passes
knowledge.” Now isn’t that amazing!
The scriptures say it like this:
2 Cor.4:18
We see unseen things.
Rom 6:16-18 We conquer by yielding.
Mt. 11:28-30 We find rest under a yoke.
Mk. 10:42-44 We reign by serving.
Lk 9:48
We are made great by becoming
little.

Mt. 23:12
We are exalted by
being humble.
I Cor 1:20
We become wise by
being fools for Christ’s sake.
Rom. 6:10 We are made free by
becoming His bond servants.
2 Cor. 12:10 We wax strong by
being weak.
2 Cor. 12:7-9 We triumph by
defeat.
2 Cor l2:5 We find victory by
glorying in our infirmities.
Jn 12:24, 25
We live by dying.
All of these scriptures are full of
paradoxes. The world teaches one way –
God teaches us differently. As Christians,
we fight the powers and principalities of this
world.
From the story of creation and
Adam and Eve, to the symbolic imagery of
Revelation, we learn of God’s plan as
fulfilled through his Son Jesus Christ. God
came in the form of a tiny baby to change the
whole world! (Think about that one!) Jesus
continuously blew people away by his
teaching and his actions. He healed the lame,
made the blind to see, brought back to life the
dead, performed miracles to point to the
sovereignty of God. He introduced people to
a whole new way of living by challenging
their thinking to turn from carnal to spiritual.
And if that was not enough, in the end, he did
the ultimate, he paid off everybody else’s
debts, yours and mine included, just so we
could be totally debt free – His magnificent
gift of love. It’s all quite astounding, isn’t it?
“Love so amazing, so divine, demands my
soul, my life, my all.” (Isaac Watts said that
first.)
The world cannot understand such a
gift. It is known only through the eyes of
faith. The desires of the world lose their

What happens after the
Great Banquet?
One of the most important parts of the
Great Banquet is the follow-up.
Although the weekend last only three
days, guests are invited to use its
lessons for the rest of their lives.
After attending the Great Banquet,
they are challenged to:
•

•

Strengthen their own spiritual
life through study and active
congregational participation;
and
Strive to become active
disciples of Jesus Christ in the
world through their church.

To assist them in their discipleship,
the Great Banquet offers specific
opportunities. First, reunion groups of
three to five people meet weekly to
examine their goals of spiritual life of
discipleship. Second, there will be
opportunities to assist in future Great
Banquet weekends through prayer,
support and team involvement. Third,
guests are made aware of community
needs through a newsletter of other
Great Banquet weekends, both locally
and regionally. Great Banquet
Brochure. What Happens After The
Great Banquet? Illinois: 1992

Dear GB Community Members,
I encourage you to take prayer in fellowship.
It is so easy to fall back to old routine and
habits. Apply what you have learned from
your weekend experience as soon as you can.
Share yourself, and allow others to share with
you, a Christian walk by meeting weekly, or
biweekly, for an hour to hour and a half in
prayer. If you need help with starting a
group, or need a group to join, there are
community members willing to reach out.
Currently, we have some members seeking a
reunion/prayer group for the following
times/days/areas.
Ladies:
Wed 6:00 PM
M-F AM West Toledo/Fairgreen area
Thursday afternoons Findlay area
Please contact me if you would be interested
in joining these members, other members, or
starting a group.
Terry Skiba
GB Reunion Group Coordinator
(419)873-0672
TSkiba1799@aol.com

Welcome New
Members of the Great
Banquet/Emmaus
Community
Jim Brazzel
Terry Chaney
Larry Griffin
Kirk Huebner
Robert Prior
Darrell Richman
Bob Salmon
Tom Spencley
Freda Braylock
Lavonda Gibson
Marianne Furchey
Joyce Oravecz
Sylvia Pecsenye
Karen Taylor
Maureen Quinn
Elizabeth Compau
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luster as we recognize and experience the
gift of grace of God in our lives. Though
money makes it possible to buy lots of
good things we need and desire, - and
money is very useful, the peace of God in
our hearts is worth so much more, and the
world does not understand such thinking.
The Good News is, The price has already
been paid for each of us through Jesus
Christ. We need only to receive that gift –
the gift that the world cannot understand;
it’s seen only through the eyes of faith.
Remember Golgotha, how it looked like
a terrible ending – until 3 days later.
Remember the week of Palm Sunday to
Easter. It was filled with pain and
suffering and ugliness – until the glory of
the Resurrection Easter morning!
So wake up, things are not always
what they seem. God is working in our
lives. There is hope. See that God is
working out His purpose despite outward
circumstances. Wake up to the miracle of
God’s unconditional love for you and me.
Wake up to God’s Presence here and now.
The world’s a skeptic. The world cannot
understand, and asks us how this is all
possible. The world proclaims it
foolishness. Faith answers that God does
the unexpected. He calls the sinners (you
and me), the broken in Spirit, the unlovely,
the undesirable, to His table and He
provides for us a Great Banquet as a gift of
His redeeming love. What will we do with
such a gift? We have only to come and
receive His Banquet of love, and to believe
– not half-heartedly, but totally – that the
Banquet is given with us in mind. We are
the guests of honor. (Those who sit across

the hall this morning have been feasting on a
banquet of love, given for them this weekend.
How will we each respond to God’s
amazing love? It’s time for our wake-up call.
The God who redeems us and prepares a Great
Banquet for us, who calls us to this table this
morning, is also the God who gives us free
choice. It is the same God and the same love.
And the choice is always ours! Are you living by
faith and not by sight?
Pray:
Amazing Love, How can it be that Christ our
Lord would die for me! Let me now die for You
Lord, and in so doing, Live life in all its fullness –
in all its goodness – praising You.

The Great Banquet Board meeting will
take place on Sunday, June 22nd
at 4:30 pm.
The June Gathering will be held at 6:00
pm Sunday, June 22nd .

Great Banquets
#15 & #16
Please be in prayer for God’s leading in
your life in serving in the upcoming
banquets.
Also, pray for God’s lead in your life as a
sponsor. Is God placing names of people
you know on your heart to invite to His
Banquet in June?

Men’s Banquet #15
October 16 - 19
Women’s Banquet #16
October 23 – 26
Emmaus Walk
Team Members for Girls' Chrysalis Flight
#9
June 27 -29, Maumee
NWO Emmaus Women’s Walk #47
June 19 - 22 at Epworth UMC, Toledo

The Perfect Dad
Whether you had the world's second
greatest dad (mine is the greatest!) or
if your dad wasn't around, or if you
wish your dad hadn't been around,
one thing is for certain: your dad
wasn't perfect.
Even now that I'm a dad with three
kids myself I can look back at times
when I could have been a better dad.
It's humbling sometimes to receive
Father's Day cards and greetings
knowing that I hadn't always lived up
to being a real good dad. I remember
the times I hid behind the newspaper
saying I was busy when my son
wanted to play catch. I remember the
times that mowing the yard were
more important than coloring with
my kids. I remember the times that
watching the game on TV were more
important than having a conversation
with my daughter and her boyfriend.
The "perfect dad"…no way!
These thoughts bring me back to our
heavenly Father, our heavenly Dad.
In my times of prayer, I've never
heard Him say He's too busy for me.
I've never heard Him say He's too
tired. I've never heard Him tell me I'll
never amount to anything. Full of

love, grace, and mercy…that's what I want to be
for my kids. I want to point them to our heavenly
Father and say, "Now there's a good Daddy, and
I want to be more like Him!"
I pray that this Father's Day we all take the time
to honor our dads. Even though we dads are not
perfect, we appreciate your expressions of love
and kindness and are grateful for them. And this
Father's Day, let's also remember to honor our
heavenly Father and thank Him for being the
loving Father and the perfect Dad He is.

MOUNTAINTOP GREAT
BANQUET BOARD OF
SERVANTS
Lay Director
Fred Nordhoff

Assistant Community Lay Director’s
Bill Smith

419-292-0818

Spiritual Director
Langston Bannister

"How great is the love the Father has lavished on
us, that we should be called children of God!
And that is what we are!"

419-474-9546

419-841-3721

Agape
Pat Clay

419-475-4977

Logistics

I John 3:1
His Abundant Blessings to You This Father's
Day,
Written by Day Spring Editor

Don Kerr

419-476-9069

Kitchen
Betty Estep

419-382-5665

Finance
George Kadesch

734-856-4251

Reunion Groups
Terry Skiba

419-843-8983

Information/Secretary
Barb Roadruck

419-536-1231

Worship/Music
Jeff Skinner

419-475-3820

Child Care
Jan Rehkopf

419-897-6465

